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Syllabus for Research Methods, MA, 2026-2027

Instructor: Fahime Saboori
Class hours:
Office hours: By appointment
Email: fahime.saboori@sadjad.ac.ir

	Session
	Topic
	Source

	1
	Introduction to the course
	

	2
	Quantitative research, Experimental research
	Ary et.al,  chapter 9

	3
	Experimental research designs
	Ary et.al,  chapter 10

	4
	Ex post facto research
	Ary et.al,  chapter 11

	5
	Survey research – Constructing the questionnaire
	Ary et.al,  chapter 13

	6
	Descriptive statistics
	Ary et.al,  chapter 7

	7
	Sampling & inferential statistics
	Ary et.al,  chapter 8

	8
	Correlational research – Regression – Factor analysis
	Ary et.al,  chapter 12

	9
	MIDTERM EXAM
	

	10
	Qualitative research
	Ary et.al,  chapter 15

	11
	Types of qualitative research
	Ary et.al,  chapter 16

	12
	Data collection tools in qualitative research
	Ary et.al,  chapter 17

	13
	Analyzing and reporting qualitative research – Thematic analysis
	Ary et.al,  chapter 19

	14
		AI technology in research



	To be announced

	15
	Statistical software – SPSS
	To be announced

	16
	Course review
	


 



Aims:
· Familiarity with the principles and methods of collecting research data 
· Familiarity with statistical methods for data analysis 
· Familiarity with quantitative and qualitative research methods in language teaching and learning 
· Ability to critically evaluate the findings of quantitative and qualitative studies 

Scoring Criteria:
Class participation        2
Midterm exam              5
Final exam                    5
Research project           8
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Required Textbook:
• Ary D., Jacobs, C., Irvine, S., & Walker, D. (2019). Introduction to research in education (10th ed.). New York, NY: Cenage.

Recommended Sources:
• Cohen, L., & Manion, L. (2000). Research methods in education. London, UK:
Routledge.
• Dornyei, Z. (2007). Research methods in applied linguistics. Oxford, UK: Oxford
University Press.
• Hatch, E. and Lazaraton, A. (1991) The Research Manual: Design and Statistics for Applied Linguistics. Heinle & Heinle, Boston.
• Ibna Seraj, P. M., Klimova, B., & Khan, R. (2024). Visualizing research trends in English language teaching (ELT) from 2013 to 2022: A bibliometric analysis. Sage Open, 14(2), 21582440241251998.
• Litosseliti, L. (Ed.). (2024). Research methods in linguistics. Bloomsbury Publishing.
• Mackey, A., & Gass, S. (2012). Research methods in second language acquisition. Chichester, UK: Wiley-Blackwell.
• Ulanova, A. E., Buniakova, A. V., & Lazko, A. Y. (2025). Artificial Intelligence and Foreign Language Learning in Higher Education: Analysis of Research Methods. Professional Discourse & Communication, 7(3), 54-68.
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